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EU project focuses on developing tools 
for primary school teachers that allow 
them to teach younger children about 
Europe
Start EU was designed to get children interested in Europe from 
a young age. It aimed to do this by boosting knowledge of Europe 
and the EU among teachers in primary schools. Project Coordinator 
Klaus Detterbeck said:

" If you want to have people interested in Europe, 
you better start at a very early age." 

Start EU developed new concepts for teaching about the EU 
for teachers of primary school children. The project also under-
took a study on attitudes towards Europe and preconceptions 
among young children.

Detterbeck explained: "We found out that it is quite difficult 
to spark interest on European issues with teenagers. So, we 
became interested in whether it would be feasible to imple-
ment European teaching in primary schools – expecting that 
younger children would be more open and curious to find out 
about new things.”

The project included a week-long workshop that brought 
together students training to be teachers from many 
different countries to discuss Europe and the values of unity 
and diversity.

The project saw teachers and trainee teachers gain confi-
dence in teaching about European issues. It also saw the 
launch of regular courses on European politics and society 
at the University of Education in Schwäbisch Gmünd, 
Germany.

The project now hopes to produce a publication on 
teaching Europe in primary schools. The book will also 
feature the results of the study on European attitudes 
and preconceptions among children.
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